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Here in Australia, busily going about our elec-
tronically enhanced lives, happily participating
in the transnational knowledge economy, there’s
this odd thing that other people keep bumping
into. It’s sticky and slow like flypaper, and it’s
apparently very far away to our north. It needs
much attention from our defence and immigra-
tion agencies, yet we have excised it from our
national territory. As a nation coextensive with
an island continent, Australia has an easily iden-
tifiable geographic border, but the political and
economic aspects of national territory are often
literally at sea (or up in the air). Borders ma-
terialise in our lives at the most banal moments:
passing through the ‘nothing to declare’ aisle at
airport customs control, showing your passport
at the duty-free bottle shop, and filling out the
immigration card while watching the in-flight
video about keeping out suspect fruit and veg-
etables. As Indian media activist Shuddhabrata
Sengupta has written, ‘It doesn’t matter in which
city, continent or country you are in, the border
seeks you out in the end.’1
Working within a sub-discipline that might
be termed ‘Border studies after NAFTA’,2 Global-
ization on the Line takes the trope of the border
into interesting new territory. Rather than aban-
doning borders as a sign of repressive state
policies (as has been the tendency in Australian
responses to ‘border protection’) the collection
as a whole engages with the material facts of
the border as marker of social and political
differences that have not disappeared in the wake
of free trade. Sadowski-Smith’s editorial intro-
duction, titled ‘Border Studies, Diaspora and
Theories of Globalization’, deftly sets up the
questions that the essays traverse. She locates
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the focus of much of this work has been on legiti-
mating bisexuality as a sexual identity and an
object of academic inquiry, typically through
highlighting bisexuality’s transgressive potential
or its universal nature. Angelides avoids many
of the theoretically simplistic formulations of
bisexuality that characterised the work of theo-
rists in the 1990s. In its breadth and attention
to historical detail, A History of Bisexuality rep-
resents a significant advance on earlier work.
In particular, the book’s central claim that the
erasure of bisexuality is necessary for the pro-
duction of modern sexuality has significant
implications for contemporary and historical
studies of sexuality.
Angelides’s history takes as its starting point
the absence of bisexuality from both queer
theory and gay and lesbian history. Against the
views of theorists such as Eve Sedgwick and Lee
Edelman that bisexuality functions to reinforce
the homosexual–heterosexual binary, Angelides
suggests that bisexuality has a role to play in its
deconstruction. An extended discussion of the
invention of bisexuality as a form or primitive
subjectivity in mid-nineteenth-century biology
and evolutionary theory establishes bisexuali-
ty’s status as a primitive form of subjectivity.
Detailed examinations of Freudian theory, the
work of Alfred Kinsey, and the discourses of the
anti-psychiatry movement and gay and lesbian
liberation all confirm the thesis that bisexuality
is consistently erased in order to preserve the
intelligibility of the heterosexual–homosexual
binarism. In the second half of the book, bi-
sexuality’s absence or premature elision is noted
in the work of Michel Foucault, Judith Butler
and other queer theorists.
One of the strengths of Angelides’s account
is its attention to historical detail. This is evi-
denced by the fact that his argument begins with
theories of evolution in the mid-nineteenth
century, unlike the Routledge reader, which
begins its genealogy with the first volume of
Havelock Ellis’s Studies in the Psychology of Sex,
published in 1897. This discussion of bisexu-
ality’s roots in biology and evolutionary theory
is powerful because it provides historical evi-
dence for Angelides’s claim that bisexuality is
central to the constitution of modern sexuality
in its nascent years.
The OED dates the first use of the term ‘bi-
sexuality’ to 1859, the same year as the publi-
cation of Darwin’s On The Origin of Species, by
an anatomist named Robert Bentley Todd. Todd’s
detailed descriptions of the configuration of the
male and female human reproductive apparatus
in his Anatomy and Physiology, along with Darwin’s
popular presentation of his theory of evolution,
helped inaugurate a distinctively modern bi-
sexuality. This modern bisexuality broke with an
earlier, largely theological, tradition that had
existed since the early seventeenth century, de-
scribing the human race as ‘bisexed’ or ‘bisexous’.
It also reconfigured the very old tradition of
the homo androgynus, that is ‘that the original
man was bi-sexual’, described by Samuel Taylor
Coleridge in 1824, calling to mind ancient Greek
and Near Eastern mythological thinking about
primordial androgyny.3 As Eli Zaretsky suggests,
‘bisexuality was an ancient idea that had been
reborn in many late nineteenth-century cultural
spheres’.4 Bisexuality was modern precisely be-
cause it was primitive—it helped to anchor an
enlightened and civilised sexuality by being its
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For many theorists of sexuality, bisexuals don’t
exist in the here and now. Michael du Plessis
has argued that in Freud’s sexual schema, and
its later reworking by French feminism, bisexu-
ality is always ‘out of time’, ‘always before, after,
or outside (rather than alongside) the imposition
of cultural order’.1 This tendency to banish
bisexuality to a pre-subjective past or a utopian
future poses particular challenges for the writing
of a history of bisexuality.
In writing a history of this lack of historical
manifestation, Steven Angelides presents a pro-
vocative and ambitious account of bisexuality
from its modern origins in theories of evolu-
tion, through sexology and psychoanalysis, to
its scant mentions in the canon of queer theory.
Drawing on the projects of gay and lesbian
history and queer theory, Angelides deploys a
‘queer deconstructive methodology’ to produce
‘not a social history of the bisexual movement,
a history of bisexuality as an autonomous iden-
tity, a reading of bisexuality in historical texts
of sexuality, or an attempt to determine what
bisexuality is’. (13) Rather, A History of Bisexuality
traces the systematic ways in which bisexuality
has functioned as a non-identity necessary for
the production of the heterosexual–homosexual
binary. The focus of the book is on how notions
of bisexuality and bisexual identity have come
to be ‘unthought, made invisible, trivial, insub-
stantial, irrelevant’ in the construction of modern
sexuality itself.2
In the last decade there has been a spate of
publications about bisexuality, primarily from
Britain and the USA, culminating in the Rout-
ledge Bisexuality: A Critical Reader (1999). Often
inspired by burgeoning bisexual organisations,
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the essays as moving ‘beyond [a] view of global-
ization and nation-states as two separate and
opposed domains of theorization and politics,
which has been essential to the neo-liberal,
predictive rhetoric about globalization’. (3) She
has assembled a salient collection of essays that,
from a US perspective, perceive ‘borderlands as
sites where conflicts between oppressive struc-
tures of the nation-state and globalization, on
the one hand, and emerging alternative notions
of societal membership, on the other, are cur-
rently being re-articulated in a variety of oppo-
sitional forms and strategies’. All the essays
temper this optimistic focus on the resistant
possibilities of border subjects by refusing to
invoke ‘borderlessness’ and cultural hybridity
as forms of transgression.
The collection lives up to its title, successfully
integrating analysis of diasporic flows and cul-
tural production with precisely argued and ac-
cessible histories of US trade and immigration
policy. The usual site of border studies, the US–
Mexico border, is taken as the starting point for
a comparative project, particularly of encounters
between USA and Canada. As Sadowski-Smith
comments, however, the US–Canada border was
relatively unmarked until it was used as an entry
point by the prospective terrorists of September
11, and (apart from three other essays, including
her own, in this collection) has not been a site
of critical interest to cultural studies scholars.
Starting off the first section titled ‘Border
Theories’, and one of the few essays on the
USA’s border ‘above’, rather than ‘below’, Bryce
Traister’s ‘Border Shopping: American Studies
and the Anti-Nation’ opens up the question of
how US economic policy affects and effects forms
of consumption across and through the US–
Canada border. In a phrase that resonates with
our antipodean situation, he holds out for an
understanding of ‘national identity that is dis-
tinct from the emptied versions of the nation
urged by post-nationalist and globalist ideologies
alike’. (46) Noting that sixty per cent of Cana-
da’s population lives within two hundred kilo-
metres of the USA—therefore ‘the entire nation
of Canada may be regarded as “borderland”’
(36)—Traister’s article unpacks the many ways
that the Canadian citizenry are constructed as
‘American subjects’ when they seek out tax-
free goods and services across this deregulated
border, including, most recently, health care.
This ‘imitative or iterative’ identity sits uneasily
with claims from within America to be ‘post-
national’, (39) that is, to dispense with national
sovereignty precisely because such an identity
articulates a distinctively US legal and political
system. He finds that this phenomenon chal-
lenges the recent exhortations of American cul-
tural studies to ‘give up’ the nation, and therefore
the border ‘as a site of national differentiation’.
Instead, he argues for keeping the border as a
way of ‘containing the United States within the
limits of its own boundaries and of forcing
the expanding and increasingly corporate US
imperialism to stand in the light of recognition’.
(43) He describes this ‘other’ of the nation as a
‘post-nationalist borderlands sublime’. (45)
Manuel Luis Martinez’s essay ‘Telling the Dif-
ference between the Border and Borderlands: Ma-
teriality and Theoretical Practice’ and Sadowski-
Smith’s ‘Reading across Diaspora: Chinese and
Mexican Undocumented Immigration across US
Land Borders’ both relativise the post-national
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as insider and outsider to German society, again
implying the spectrum through which Jewish
self-identification must have hurtled across the
decade or two of the Nazi millennium. Neumann
gives a number of suggestions for future direc-
tions his impulses might take, but leaves no
illusions about the difficulty of the terrain:
By retreating into an indifferent silence (or
by keeping up a chatter about the crimes of
Nazi Germany), by making heroes out of
members of the antifascist German resistance
(or by vilifying them on account of their
political beliefs), by not listening to survi-
vors (or by listening to them only in order
to hear one’s own heartbeat), and by design-
ing elaborate tombstones (or by neglecting
to look after existing cemeteries), Germans
have attempted to bury ‘Auschwitz.’ They
may have thereby hoped to escape from
responsibility. (261–62)
Klaus Neumann’s book appears in the wide-
ranging series ‘Social History, Popular Culture,
and Politics in Germany’. It is, however, man-
datory reading far beyond this cluster of disci-
plines. A couple of months ago there was a single
entry in the ‘In Memory’ column of the Canberra
Times, and no doubt in many papers around
the world. Black-bordered, the two non-English
words in bold, it read: ‘YIZKOR/ (REMEMBER)/
KRISTALLNACHT/ 9–10 Nov 1938/ NEVER
AGAIN’. This book does a remarkable job in
tracking the historically shifting memories of
what, as a historical necessity, must remain both
in collective and personal memory.
ROGER HILLMAN teaches German studies and film
studies at the Australian National University.
1. Dipesh Chakrabarty, ‘Museums in Late Democracies’,
Humanities Research vol. 9, no. 1, 2002, p. 10.
2. Chakrabarty, p. 8.
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obsession with border transgression. Martinez
demonstrates how Hispanic ‘guest workers’ seek
to ‘arrive’ at a place of stability and ‘deploy their
full civil rights within a responsive public sphere’
in the act of migration. (54) Sadowski-Smith pro-
vides a history of ‘illegal’ migration into the USA
across both its northern and southern borders
in the context of ‘contradictory conditions of
border enforcement and border-free economics’.
(88) Also unravelling this sublime ‘beyond’ of
national identity with visible and tangible ele-
ments, Ursula Biemann’s account of her video
essay ‘Performing the Border: On Gender, Trans-
national Bodies and Technology’, is a fascinat-
ing take on the social and physical location of
women’s bodies in the transnational economy.
The subject of her provocative and self-reflexive
essay is how the figure of the maquila (a female
worker in assembly plants which serve US-based
companies) is imbricated within the global com-
munications economy and within the maquila-
dora town of Ciudad Juárez, just across the Rio
Grande from El Paso. Since 1993, more than
three hundred of these women, mostly internal
migrants living in shantytowns without basic
services or public transport, have been raped
and murdered in Juárez, and Biemann provides
a reading of this tragedy by linking it to shifts
in global capitalism and industrialisation. (She
does not mention one important connection
between the killings and such changes, however,
which is the possible common thread of labour
activism among the murdered women.)
Similarly, the other two sections of the book,
titled ‘Border Communities’ and ‘Border Alli-
ances’, provide case studies of the US–Mexico
border as instances of ‘globalization from be-
low’, with articles on the distribution and re-
ception of US-originated cinema in Mexico and
of Hispanic TV in the USA, public art projects
in squatter communities in Tijuana, and eco-
cultural movements on the borderlands between
Mexico and Arizona/New Mexico. Donald A.
Grinde Jr’s (Yamasee) chronicle of past and con-
tinued negotiations and transgressions of the
US–Canada border by Native peoples in the
Iroquois homelands around Lake Ontario fur-
ther complicates any understanding of teleologi-
cal movement of globalisation from first-national
to post-national subjects.
All the essays are ultimately humanist in their
aims; their arguments affirm the intensification
of communal and civil society against evacua-
tions of the state from the social contract (as
discussed by Traister). They demonstrate a sense
of the multiplicity of the ways in which the border
persistently finds its way into our lives. Taken
together, the collection is a demonstration of the
significance and potential of cultural studies and
its practice if it looks at the category of the national
in an extroverted way: despite all efforts to the
contrary, ideas, thoughts, stories and images can
and do cross the most well-policed border and
in ways unpredictable and uncanny.
JUSTINE LLOYD is Postdoctoral Research Fellow in
feminist cultural studies, University of Technology,
Sydney. She is guest editing a series of articles on
dialogic spaces for the journal Space and Culture during
2003 and is a contributor to vol. 1, no. 2 of the
electronic journal borderlands.
<http://www.borderlandsejournal.adelaide.edu.au>
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Bullenhuser Damm, his apt choice for attempt-
ing to ‘remember and mourn those murdered
in the genocides of Jews, Sinti, and Roma’ (137)
via representative figures, rather than through
unfathomable statistics. This is the real focus
of Neumann’s approach to his own process of
documentation, the underpinning of memories
that may shift, but must not be allowed to reduce
to a faceless abstraction. His earlier tone, often
outwardly dispassionate, is forsaken totally as
he bares his own emotions, and his simultaneous
distrust of them, when he first visits the site of
the children’s murder. His whole enterprise,
realised so successfully in this book, is conveyed
in a mix of defiance and respect: ‘Those remem-
bering the children today foil the intention of
the SS. Every occasion when their names are
recited contradicts their murderers’ scheme.’
(155)
As the book progresses, the author abstracts
more discourses from his welter of materials,
while also drawing together the threads of his
own discourse of moralising, in a still-respectable
sense. The in-built historical freshness of memo-
rials is their ongoing reception; the layers of
response they accrue, an archaeology of identity
politics. The more theoretical issues opened up
by this book hold for related areas like museum
studies. Compare Dipesh Chakrabarty’s descrip-
tion of the District Six Museum in Cape Town,
the once ‘mixed’ neighbourhood that was ‘whit-
ened’ in apartheid days: ‘Started in 1994, the
museum developed into a site for communal
memory, not a nostalgic monument to a dead
past but a living memory that is part of the
struggle against racism in post-Apartheid South
Africa.’1 Elsewhere in the same article the claim
is made that ‘a disciplinary unease exists between
the field of memory and academic history’.2
Shifting Memories is not conventional academic
history, and yet it is to be hoped that it will have
a regenerative influence on academic history.
Going beyond the book’s chosen frame are
issues that would lend those treated here still
further contours: memorialisation as an insti-
tution in Germany, extending to the celebratory
pathos of the Wilhelminian era; the place of
memorialisation in other European countries,
particularly those which have faced their past
less than Germany has; further contextualisation
of these discourses among others in everyday
life in Germany of the 1990s and the new mil-
lennium; different aspects of ‘The Nazi Past in
the New Germany’ such as Christo’s wrapping
of the Reichstag; the effect of greater European
integration on the national elements of such dis-
courses; and perhaps the treatment of these shift-
ing memories in the arts (Verhoeven’s film The
Nasty Girl, plus Marcel Ophüls’ Hotel Terminus,
for a start).
In the closing pages the author lifts the veil
a little on his own identity, beyond the snippets
that have slipped out along the way. ‘I have
written this book as somebody who for many
years has lived outside Germany but grew up
as a non-Jewish German’. (259) This formulation
alone is typical of the book’s understated inci-
siveness, the tacit reminder by inversion of a
stage of history when to be Jewish was deemed
to be non-German. The back cover completes
the picture: ‘Klaus Neumann … has lived for
most of his adult life in Australia, Papua New
Guinea, and New Zealand’, which frames his
ideal perspective for the complex subject matter,
215JUSTINE LLOYD—CULTURAL POLITICS ON THE NATION’S FAULT LINES
1. Shuddhabrata Sengupta, ‘Borders: Walking Across,
as Opposed to Flying Above’, in C. Plate (ed.),
Borderpanic Reader, ANAT in association with the Per-
formance Space, Sydney, 2002, p. 18. Sengupta was
a participant in a recent meeting of border activists
in Sydney, which is documented in this reader. See
also <http://www.borderpanic.org>.
2. The 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement did
away with trade tariffs between Mexico, the USA and
Canada.
